
  Equilibrium moisture content of Seeds 

Table down below gives a clear understanding of the equilibrium moisture (EM) of different crops.Moist into 
seeds will be in balance with the moisture content of the surrounding air around the seeds. So the EM of the 
seeds is dependent on the moist content of the surrounding air. The moist content of the seeds will be high 
when the surrounding air has a high moist content. Roughly you can say that the moisture content of the seeds 
will correspond with the EM of the surrounding air. 

When the moisture content of the seeds is higher than the surrounding, the moist will be exuded to the 
surrounding air. The moist air must be evacuated and refreshed by dry air. This process must be proceeding till 
the seeds have reached the required EM. 

Usually the relative moisture (RM) content of the seeds is measured to determine the moisture content of the 
seeds. Please note; this is only in relation when the temperature of the surrounding air is 25 °C! The EM will give 
a more secure result when the temperature can fluctuate. 

With the ABC processor from Agratechniek you can dry the seeds automatically to the required EM by 
programming the corresponding RH or EM of the air. 
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